@ongress of the United States
Washington, BEC 20515

May 12,2015

The Honorable Sylvia Mathews Burwell
Secretary

Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Burwell:

As strong advocates for improving access to women’s health care, we are writing to offer our
support for the new guidance on the birth control benefit that aims to ensure insurers’
compliance with the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) requirement to provide full coverage for all
FDA-approved contraceptive methods with no copay.

Reducing unintended pregnancies through increased access to contraception is a worthy goal and
we applaud the recent decision by HHS to include all FDA-approved methods of contraception
as preventive services under the ACA. This important decision will allow women across the
country to access their contraceptive of choice with no out-of-pocket cost other than their
monthly premium.

In 2014, 67 percent of privately insured U. S. women accessed an oral contraceptive with no-
copay, up from 15 percent in 2012, according to a Guttmacher Institute study published in the
journal Contraception. Similar trends were seen with women using injectable contraceptives,
rings, and [UDs. Studies have shown that when contraception is covered by insurance, women
choose to use longer, more eftective forms of contraception, experiencing fewer unplanned
pregnancies as a result.

Although more women are now able to access contraception without a copay, insurers continue
to create barriers. Some insurers are not covering all FDA-approved methods. Additionally,
through the use of so-called “reasonable medical management,” insurers are restricting access to
long-acting birth control and steering women away from accessing their contraceptive method of
choice. Determining which method of contraception is right for a woman is a personal decision
that should be made with her doctor.

We strongly support the newly-issued guidance to clarify the scope of the requirement and
ensure that women have reliable and meaningful access to their contraceptive method of choice.
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The Department of Health and Human Services should be closely monitoring and ensuring
compliance with the law, and working with all stakeholders to reach that end.

Specifically, we request that you:

e Increase consumer education and awareness of the women’s health benefits of the ACA,
specifically contraception; and

e Proactively encourage states to properly enforce compliance, and ensure that local
stakeholders and states develop plans of action for compliance.

We look forward to working with you on this issue to provide women with these crucial
preventive services.

. Sincerely,
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oso "
ROSA L. DeLAURO
Member of Congress
Duug, Heldeitte MM
DIANA DeGETTE ) ROBERT C. “B"OBBY” SCOTT
Member of Congress W
ALMA ADAMS CHRIS VAN HOLLEN v
Member of Congress Member of Congress

:J,ﬁﬂ#«ﬂb: A
AREN BASS PETE AGUILA

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Aw@e«/ /W &w’mﬁ,ﬂ

AMI BERA TONY CFRDENAS

Member of Cor Memberfof Congress
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KATHY CASTOR
Member of Congress

DONALD S. BEYER
Member of Congress
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Member of C €ess Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

DAVID SCOTT
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le A" AT

@e_ﬂ( ‘%d

ALCEE L. HASTINGS
Member of Congre

ELIOT ENGEL

Member of Congress

SAM FARR
Member of Congress
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BILL FOSTER
Member of Congress

RUBEN GALLEGO
Member of Congress
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ember of Congress
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ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
Member of Congress

BILL KEATING Q
Member of Congress

RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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?ber of Congress
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Member of Congress
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ANN MCLANE KUSTER V
Member of Congress
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BRENDA LAWRENCE
Member of Congress

CHELLIE PINGREE'
Member of Congress
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DAVE LOEBSACK
Member of Congress

MIKE QUIGLEY~"
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

SCOTT PETERS
Member of Con

MARK POCAN

= °“°“gf:sﬂ2w¢,

DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.
Member of Congress

JACUKIH SPEIER |
Membgr of Congress
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DINA TITUS
Member of Congress
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL
Member of Congress

DAVID SCOTT
Member of Congress

NIKI TSONGAS
Membepof Congress

AVE LOEBSACK
Member of Congress
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PETER WELCH
Member of Congress

CHARLES RANGEL
Member of Congress
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B CHAKOWSKY
emper of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

FREDERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congress

CC: Department of Labor, Secretary Thomas E. Perez
Department of Treasury, Secretary Jacob J. Lew
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Administrator Andrew Slavitt



